
 

U.S. Department of Transportation 
Office of Secretary Pete Buttigieg 
1200 New Jersey Ave, SE 
Washington, DC 20590 
 
September 19, 2023 
 
Dear Secretary Buttigieg,  
 
I am pleased to submit this letter of support for Durham County’s FY24 Reconnecting 
Communities and Neighborhoods (RCN) Program for the Durham to Roxboro Rail Trail Planning 
Study.   
 
The Durham County application is for $500,000 to conduct a planning study, focused on the 
feasibility, benefits, cost, and impact of developing a non-active rail corridor into a multi-use trail. 
This trail will provide a bicycle and pedestrian connection between the City of Roxboro, Person 
County, Durham County, and the City of Durham. This study will be a joint City and County effort 
focused on the 18 miles of rail corridor in Durham County and will complement a feasibility study 
already underway in Person County.  
 
I am supporting this application because this study will further strengthen and build upon regional 
partnerships as it will be a joint effort between the Durham County Transportation Department and 
the City of Durham Parks and Recreation Department and complements a feasibility study 
underway in Person County. In addition, the proposed trail will provide a high-quality bicycle and 
pedestrian facility through a historically disadvantaged area of Durham including the Bragtown 
neighborhood, a prioritized community within the City’s Equitable and Green Infrastructure 
program.  
 
I strongly support RCN funding the Durham to Roxboro Rail Trail Planning Study, and we look 
forward to participating in a successful study that helps advance this transformational project.  
 
Sincerely,  
 

 
 
Valerie P. Foushee 
Member of Congress 
 



 
 

NORTH CAROLINA GENERAL ASSEMBLY 
STATE LEGISLATIVE BUILDING 

16 W. Jones Street 
Raleigh, North Carolina 27601-1030 

 
 
 

September 20, 2023 
 
 
 

U.S. Secretary of Transportation Pete Buttigieg 
Office of the Secretary 
U.S. Department of Transportation 
1200 New Jersey Ave, SE 
Washington, DC 20590 
 
Dear Secretary, Buttigieg,  
 
We are pleased to submit this letter of support for Durham County’s FY24 Reconnecting 
Communities and Neighborhoods (RCN) Program for the Durham to Roxboro Rail Trail 
Planning Study. 
 
The Durham County application is for $500,000 to conduct a planning study, focused on the 
feasibility, benefits, cost, and impact of developing a non-active rail corridor into a multi-use 
trail. This trail will provide a bicycle and pedestrian connection between the City of Roxboro, 
Person County, Durham County, and the City of Durham. This study will be a joint City and 
County effort focused on the 18 miles of rail corridor in Durham County and will complement a 
feasibility study already underway in Person County. 
 
We support this application because the study will further strengthen and build upon regional 
partnerships as it will be a joint effort between the Durham County Transportation Department 
and the City of Durham Parks and Recreation Department and complements a feasibility study 
underway in Person County. 
 
The trail will be a northern extension of the Durham Rail Trail currently under development by 
the City of Durham. It will provide access to downtown Durham and the network of trail, bicycle 
facilities, and sidewalks in central Durham. It will provide a transportation and recreational 
resource in rural northern Durham County, an area with very few sidewalks or bicycle facilities. 
 



We strongly support RCN funding the Durham to Roxboro Rail Trail Planning Study, and we 
look forward to participating in a successful study that helps advance this transformational 
project. 
 
Sincerely,  
 

   
Senator Mike Woodard          Senator Graig Meyer           



 

North Carolina General Assembly 
House of Representatives 

 
 

Representative B. Ray Jeffers 

2nd District  

 

September 11, 2023 

 
U.S. Secretary of Transportation Pete Buttigieg 
Office of the Secretary 
U.S. Department of Transportation 
1200 New Jersey Ave, SE 
Washington, DC 20590 
 
Dear Secretary, Buttigieg,  
 
I am pleased to submit this letter of support for Durham County’s FY24 Reconnecting Communities and Neighborhoods 
(RCN) Program for the Durham to Roxboro Rail Trail Planning Study. 
 
The Durham County application is for $500,000 to conduct a planning study, focused on the feasibility, benefits, cost, and 
impact of developing a non-active rail corridor into a multi-use trail. This trail will provide a bicycle and pedestrian 
connection between the City of Roxboro, Person County, Durham County, and the City of Durham. This study will be a joint 
City and County effort focused on the 18 miles of rail corridor in Durham County and will complement a feasibility study 
already underway in Person County. 
 
I support this application because the study will further strengthen and build upon regional partnerships as it will be a joint 
effort between the Durham County Transportation Department and the City of Durham Parks and Recreation Department 
and complements a feasibility study underway in Person County. 
 
The trail will be a northern extension of the Durham Rail Trail currently under development by the City of Durham. It will 
provide access to downtown Durham and the network of trail, bicycle facilities, and sidewalks in central Durham. It will 
provide a transportation and recreational resource in rural northern Durham County, an area with very few sidewalks or 
bicycle facilities. 
 
I strongly support RCN funding the Durham to Roxboro Rail Trail Planning Study, and we look forward to participating in a 
successful study that helps advance this transformational project. 
Sincerely,  
 

 
B. Ray Jeffers  
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September 11, 2023 

U.S. Secretary of Transportation Pete Buttigieg 

Office of the Secretary 

U.S. Department of Transportation 

1200 New Jersey Ave, SE 

Washington, DC 20590 

 

Dear Secretary Buttigieg,  

The North Carolina Department of Transportation is pleased to submit this letter of support for 

Durham County’s FY24 Reconnecting Communities and Neighborhoods (RCN) Program for the 

Durham to Roxboro Rail Trail Planning Study.   

The Durham County application is for $500,000 to conduct a planning study, focused on the 

feasibility, benefits, cost, and impact of developing a non-active rail corridor into a multi-use trail.  

The trail corridor aligns with an 18-mile-long non-active rail corridor that passes from the City of 

Durham through Bahama and Rougemont.   The 18-mile Durham County portion of the corridor 

connects with the 8-mile Person County segment, which extends to the City of Roxboro. This trail 

will provide a bicycle and pedestrian connection between the City of Roxboro, Person County, 

Durham County, and the City of Durham. Currently, NCDOT’s Integrated Mobility Division and 

Person County Parks and Recreation are conducting a study for their segment with support from 

NCDOT’s Trails Feasibility Studies Program.  

A portion of the trail is also a segment of the East Coast Greenway connecting from Florida to Maine.  

The entire trail is on the NCDOT Great Trails State Plan network, and the trail intersects with the 

statewide Mountains-to-Sea Trail. The trail has national, statewide, regional, and local importance 

including the following.     

 

 The bicycle and pedestrian facility will provide an option for residents to replace vehicle trips 

with walking and cycling trips reducing congestion and pollution.  

 The trail will improve access to the area’s transit systems, local employment opportunities, 

and community resources such schools, libraries, multiple parks and conservation areas.  

 The trail will provide a historically disadvantaged neighborhood a safe place for recreation 

and exercise, while promoting equitable access to nature and conservation areas.   

 

 

 

http://www.ncdot.gov/


 

 

 

This trail has the potential to be a truly transformational project much like the construction of the 

American Tobacco Trail.  In the past, NCDOT has welcomed the opportunity to partner with cities 

and communities to advance such projects.  We strongly support RCN funding for the Durham to 

Roxboro Rail Trail Planning Study and look forward to participating in a successful study that helps 

advance this project.  

 

Sincerely, 

 

Julie White, Deputy Secretary 

Multi-Modal Transportation 

 

cc:  Ryan Brumfield, Director, Integrated Mobility Division 
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September 6, 2023 

U.S. Secretary of Transportation Pete Buttigieg 
Office of the Secretary 
U.S. Department of Transportation 
1200 New Jersey Ave, SE 
Washington, DC 20590 
 
Dear Secretary Buttigieg,  

On behalf of the Durham-Chapel Hill-Carrboro MPO, I am pleased to submit this letter of support for Durham County’s 

FY24 Reconnecting Communities and Neighborhoods (RCN) Program for the Durham to Roxboro Rail Trail Planning Study.  

The Durham County application is for $500,000 to conduct a planning study, focused on the feasibility, benefits, cost, and 

impact of developing a non-active rail corridor into a multi-use trail. This trail will provide a bicycle and pedestrian 

connection between the City of Roxboro, Person County, Durham County, and the City of Durham. This study will be a 

joint City and County effort focused on the 18 miles of rail corridor in Durham County and will complement a feasibility 

study already underway in Person County.  

Our organization supports this application because the study will further strengthen and build upon regional 

partnerships. This will be a joint effort between the Durham County Transportation Department and the City of Durham 

Parks and Recreation Department and complements a feasibility study underway in Person County. The study will follow 

the community engagement approach in the City’s Blueprint for Equitable Community Engagement which activates local 

partners and community networks for guidance on the project. The City and County are committed to ensuring that 

those most affected by the trail have the opportunity to participate in the planning and design process.  

The trail is a long-standing community priority. The trail was originally recommended in the adopted 2001 Trails and 

Greenway Plan for the City and County of Durham, and the trail was reaffirmed through public engagement activities 

conducted during the adoption of the more recent 2011 Trails and Greenways Plan for the City and County.  It will 

provide access to downtown Durham and the network of trail, bicycle facilities, and sidewalks in central Durham. 

Furthermore, the trail overlaps with the East Coast Greenway, is on the NC Great Trails State Plan, and intersects with the 

NC Mountains-to-Sea Trail. The trail will connect urban and rural areas of Durham as well as connect to statewide and 

national trail networks. The 18-mile trail will be one of the longest trails in the Triangle and is expected to attract a 

multitude of users boosting tourism and recreation-based economic development. Combined with the Downtown Rail 

Trail and American Tobacco Trail, it will provide more than 30 miles of continuous trail through Durham County.  

Our organization strongly supports RCN funding the Durham to Roxboro Rail Trail Planning Study, and we look forward to 

participating in a successful study that helps advance this transformational project.  

Sincerely,  

 

Jenn Weaver, Chair 

DCHC MPO Board 
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September 11, 2023  

U.S. Secretary of Transportation  

Pete Buttigieg  

Office of the Secretary  

U.S. Department of Transportation  

1200 New Jersey Ave, SE  

Washington, DC 20590  

  

Dear Secretary Buttigieg,  
  

On behalf of the Durham Bicycle and Pedestrian Advisory Commission, I am pleased to submit this 

letter of support for Durham County’s FY24 Reconnecting Communities and Neighborhoods (RCN) 

Program for the Durham to Roxboro Rail Trail Planning Study. The Durham Bicycle and Pedestrian 

Advisory Commission (BPAC) is a joint City and County-appointed citizen advisory board that advises the 

City Council and the Board of County Commissioners on matters relating to the development of trails 

and other appropriate recreational and transportation facilities for pedestrians and bicyclists.  

  

The Durham County application is for $500,000 to conduct a planning study, focused on the feasibility, 

benefits, cost, and impact of developing a non-active rail corridor into a multi-use trail. This trail will 

provide a bicycle and pedestrian connection between the City of Roxboro, Person County, Durham 

County, and the City of Durham. This study will be a joint City and County effort focused on the 18 miles 

of rail corridor in Durham County and will complement a feasibility study already underway in Person 

County.  

  

Our Commission supports this application because this trail is a long-standing community priority. The 

trail corridor was originally realized in the adopted 2001 Trails and Greenway Plan for the City and 

County of Durham and the trail was reaffirmed through public engagement activities conducted in 

partnership with BPAC during the adoption of the more recent 2011 Trails and Greenways Plan for the 

City and County. The study will further strengthen and build upon regional partnerships as it will be a 

joint effort between the Durham County Transportation Department and the City of Durham Parks and 

Recreation Department and complements a feasibility study underway in Person County.  

  

BPAC fully supports the community engagement approach in the City’s Blueprint for Equitable 

Community Engagement which activates local partners and community networks for guidance on the 

project and the process for this trail planning study will follow the Blueprint. The City and County are 

committed to ensuring that those most affected by the trail have the opportunity to participate in the 

planning and design process.  
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The trail will provide a high-quality and separated bicycle and pedestrian facility through a historically 

disadvantaged area of Durham including the Bragtown neighborhood, a prioritized community within 

the City’s Equitable and Green Infrastructure program. The trail will improve access to transit on 

GoDurham Route 9/9A/9B, employment centers in downtown and northern Durham, and community 

resources such as multiple schools, the Bragtown Library, and multiple parks and conservation areas. 

The bicycle and pedestrian facility will provide an option for residents to replace vehicle trips with 

walking and cycling trips reducing congestion and pollution.  

  

The trail will be a northern extension of the Durham Rail Trail currently under development by the City 

of Durham. It will provide access to downtown Durham and the network of trail, bicycle facilities, and 

sidewalks in central Durham. The trail provides a transportation and recreational resource in rural 

northern Durham County, an area with very few sidewalks or bicycle facilities.  

  

The 18-mile trail will be one of the longest trails in the Triangle and is expected to attract a multitude of 

users boosting tourism and recreation-based economic development. With the Downtown Rail Trail 

and American Tobacco Trail, it will provide more than 30 miles of continuous trail through Durham 

County.  

  

Our Commission strongly supports RCN funding the Durham to Roxboro Rail Trail Planning Study, and 

we look forward to participating in a successful study that helps advance this transformational project.  
  

Sincerely, 

  
Deniz Aydemir 

Chair, Durham Bicycle and Pedestrian Advisory Commission 



 

D U R H A M 
 

Open Space & Trails Commission   

 Durham City-County Planning Department  101 City Hall Plaza  Durham, NC 27701  
 
September 18, 2023  
U.S. Secretary of Transportation Pete Buttigieg  
Office of the Secretary  
U.S. Department of Transportation  
1200 New Jersey Ave, SE  
Washington, DC 20590  

Dear Secretary Buttigieg,  

On behalf of the Durham Open Space and Trails Commission, I am pleased to 
submit this letter of support for Durham County’s application to the U.S. DOT’s 
FY24 Reconnecting Communities and Neighborhoods (RCN) program to execute 
the Durham to Roxboro Rail Trail Planning Study.  

The Durham Open Space and Trails Commission (DOST) advises the City Council 
and Board of County Commissioners on opportunities to preserve open spaces and 
trails by promoting their recreational and environment benefits while also 
considering the long-term well-being of the environment. DOST members include 
scientists, engineers, community activists, public health professionals, and other 
committed individuals who volunteer their time to expand Durham residents’ access 
to valuable open spaces, trails, and other related recreational and transportation 
facilities. 

Our Commission supports this application for several reasons. Primarily, this 18-
mile trail would connect communities with varying incomes, racial and cultural 
histories, and educational backgrounds. It will provide safe walking and biking 
opportunities for residents who currently lack access to road shoulders, bike lanes, 
or sidewalks — both in urban areas where traffic is heavy and rural areas where 
speed limits are high. One such neighborhood is Bragtown, a prioritized community 
within the City’s Equitable and Green Infrastructure program.  

In addition to connecting urban and rural areas of Durham, this trail will connect to 
statewide and national trail networks, including the East Coast Greenway and the 
NC Mountains-to-Sea Trail, and provide access to protected areas like Penny’s Bend 
Nature Preserve, Horton Grove Preserve, and Eno River State Park. Together with 
the planned Downtown Rail Trail, which is currently under development by the City 
of Durham, and the existing American Tobacco Trail, it will provide more than 40 
miles of continuous access to parks and conservation areas in Durham, Person, 
Chatham and Wake Counties.  
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Finally, this trail corridor has been in the commuting and recreation long-range plan 
for many years. It was included in the DOST-led and adopted 2001 Trails and 
Greenway Plan for the City and County of Durham, and was reaffirmed through 
public engagement activities conducted in partnership with DOST during adoption 
of the more recent 2011 Trails and Greenways Plan for the City and County.  

Should this grant be funded, DOST is committed to using the community 
engagement approach in the City’s Blueprint for Equitable Community Engagement, 
which activates local partners and community networks for guidance on the project. 
The process for the trail planning study will also follow the Blueprint. Both the City 
and the County are committed to ensuring that those most affected by the trail have 
the opportunity to participate in its planning and design.  

Our Commission strongly supports funding of the Durham to Roxboro Rail Trail 
Planning Study by RCN, and looks forward to participating in a successful 
engagement to advance this transformational project.  

Sincerely,  

 
David Connelly 

Chair, Durham Open Space and Trails Commission 

 





September 20, 2023 

U.S. Secretary of Transportation Pete Buttigieg 
Office of the Secretary 
U.S. Department of Transportation 
1200 New Jersey Ave, SE 
Washington, DC 20590 
 

Dear Secretary Buttigieg 

I am writing on behalf of the Stagville Descendants Council to express our enthusiastic support 
for Durham County's FY24 Reconnecting Communities and Neighborhoods (RCN) Program 
application for the Durham to Roxboro Rail Trail Planning Study. Our organization plays a 
pivotal role in preserving the historical legacy of Stagville, and we believe that this proposed trail 
project aligns perfectly with the RCN evaluation criteria, reflecting what is most important to our 
organization. 

 

The Stagville Descendants Council supports this application because it could potentially result in 
a project that provides: 

Historical Preservation: The Durham to Roxboro Rail Trail Planning Study presents a unique 
opportunity to celebrate the rich history of Stagville and its significance in Durham's past. The 
possible preservation and interpretation of historical sites along the trail will help educate the 
public about the legacy of African American history in the region. 

Community Engagement: This project could potentially foster community engagement by 
providing a space for residents and visitors to explore the cultural and historical significance of 
Stagville. It could facilitate educational programs, workshops, and events that bring people 
together to learn and appreciate our shared heritage. 

Economic Development: The trail has the potential to stimulate economic growth in the area, 
benefiting local businesses, creating job opportunities, and boosting tourism. As the descendants 
of Stagville, we recognize the importance of sustainable economic development in our 
community. 

Health and Wellness: The Durham to Roxboro Rail Trail could encourage physical activity and 
outdoor recreation, promoting a healthier lifestyle among residents. It could be a place where 
people can walk, bike, and enjoy the natural beauty of the area. 

Environmental Sustainability: By converting disused rail corridors into green spaces, the project 
would contribute to environmental sustainability and conservation efforts. This aligns with our 
organization's commitment to preserving the natural beauty of our ancestral lands. 

 



In conclusion, the Stagville Descendants Council is proud to endorse Durham County's 
application for the FY24 Reconnecting Communities and Neighborhoods (RCN) Program for the 
Durham to Roxboro Rail Trail Planning Study. We believe that this project embodies the core 
values of historical preservation, community engagement, economic development, health and 
wellness, and environmental sustainability. We look forward to collaborating with the county to 
ensure that this trail study results in a testament to the enduring legacy of descendants of 
Stagville that will benefit our community for generations to come. 

 

Thank you for considering our support, and we eagerly anticipate a positive outcome for this 
project. 

 

Sincerely, 

Ricky L. Hart 
Chairman 
Stagville Descendants Council 



 

 

Bragtown Community Assoc.  

3223 Dearborn Drive  

Durham, NC 27704  

919-423-5920  

September 21, 2023 

 

 

 
Dear Ellen Beckman and to whom it may concern,  

 

On behalf of The Bragtown Community Association, I am pleased to submit this letter of support for 
Durham County’s FY24 Reconnecting Communities and Neighborhoods (RCN) Program for the Durham 

to Roxboro Rail Trail Planning Study. Our organization has supported an underserved community in 
receiving affordable housing, better parks, streets, and sidewalks. In addition, addressing the health 

concerns of community members with diabetes, high blood pressure, and cancer. Our goal is to build a 
stronger and healthier community.  

 
The Durham County application is for $500,000 to conduct a planning study, focused on the feasibility, 

benefits, cost, and impact of developing a non-active rail corridor into a multi-use trail. This trail will 

provide a bicycle and pedestrian connection between the City of Roxboro, Person County, Durham 

County, and the City of Durham. This study will be a joint City and County effort focused on the 18 miles 
of rail corridor in Durham County and will complement a feasibility study already underway in Person 

County. 

 

Our organization supports this application because the trail will provide a historically disadvantaged 
neighborhood with a safe place to recreate and exercise and promote equitable access to nature and 
conservation areas in northern Durham County. The Study will follow the community engagement 
approach in the City’s Blueprint for Equitable Community Engagement which activates local partners 

and community networks for guidance on the project. The City and County are committed to ensuring 

that those most affected by the trail have the opportunity to participate in the planning and design 
process. The trail will improve access to transit on GoDurham Route 9/9A/9B, employment centers in 
downtown and northern Durham, and community resources such as multiple schools, the Bragtown 
Library, and multiple parks and conservation areas.  The trail improves access to the Stagville State 

Historic Site, the remnants of one of the largest plantations in North Carolina. Lastly, the study 

will consider opportunities to recognize and educate residents about the history of 
Durham, including slavery, emancipation, and injustice, as part of the design and programming of the 
trail. 
 

Our organization strongly supports RCN funding the Durham to Roxboro Rail Trail Planning Study, and 

we look forward to participating in a successful study that helps advance this transformational project. 



 
 
Sincerely, 

 

Chair, Vannessa Mason-Evans 
Bragtown Community Association 

 

 













September 21, 2023 

U.S. Secretary of Transportation Pete Buttigieg 
Office of the Secretary 
U.S. Department of Transportation 
1200 New Jersey Ave, SE 
Washington, DC 20590 

Dear Secretary Buttigieg,  

On behalf of East Coast Greenway Alliance, I am pleased to submit this letter 
of support for Durham County’s FY24 Reconnecting Communities and 
Neighborhoods (RCN) Program for the Durham to Roxboro Rail Trail 
Planning Study.  

The Durham County application is for $500,000 to conduct a planning study, 
focused on the feasibility, benefits, cost, and impact of developing a non-
active rail corridor into a multi-use trail. This trail will provide a bicycle and 
pedestrian connection between the City of Roxboro, Person County, Durham 
County, and the City of Durham. This study will be a joint City and County 
effort focused on the 18 miles of rail corridor in Durham County and will 
complement a feasibility study already underway in Person County.  

The nonprofit East Coast Greenway Alliance (ECGA) leads the development 
of the East Coast Greenway (ECG), a walking and biking route stretching 
3,000 miles from Maine to Florida, connecting our nation’s most populated 
corridor, including Durham. The East Coast Greenway is designed to 
transform the 15 states and 450 communities it connects through active and 
healthy lifestyles, sustainable transportation, community engagement, climate 
resilience, tourism, and more. We work with hundreds of volunteers, partner 
organizations, and officials at the local, state, regional and national level to 
continue moving more of the route onto protected paths. The ECG will route 
along approximately 8 miles of the Durham to Roxboro Rail Trail, making 
this planning study impactful for the communities and users we serve. Once 
built, this segment of trail will connect to over 70 miles of nearly-continuous 
ECG protected trail across the Triangle Region. 

ECGA enthusiastically supports this application because the Durham to 
Roxboro Rail Trail Planning Study will be a critical step in creating access to 
safe, healthy and affordable transportation options for the Durham 
communities where the trail is planned. The trail is a long-standing 



community priority, for both the City and County of Durham, as well as the 
East Coast Greenway, whose member leaders have been advocating for its 
development as a trail for over two decades. The trail will connect to many 
community destinations, including nature preserves, schools, parks, other 
trails, commercial areas, a library, and job sites. 

Following Durham’s Equitable Community Engagement Blueprint, the 
planning study process will ensure the communities that have been historically 
disadvantaged by transportation infrastructure projects will be able to 
meaningfully inform the design and development of the Durham to Roxboro 
Trail facilities. The trail will provide a high-quality bicycle and pedestrian 
pathway through a disadvantaged area of Durham, including the historic 
Bragtown neighborhood, that is currently unserved by greenway 
infrastructure.  

Additionally, the trail will connect downtown Durham and Bragtown to the 
Stagville State Historic Site, the remnants of one of the largest plantations in 
North Carolina. The trail corridor is the same pathway that many formerly 
enslaved people walked to an emancipated life. The opportunity to honor and 
recognize this legacy through the design and programming of the trail is truly 
profound. 

ECGA strongly supports RCN funding the Durham to Roxboro Rail Trail 
Planning Study, and we look forward to participating in a successful study that 
helps advance this transformational project.  

Sincerely, 

Dennis Markatos-Soriano 
Executive Director 
East Coast Greenway Alliance 

Andrew Meeker 
North Carolina Manager 
East Coast Greenway Alliance 



 

             77 Vilcom Center Circle, Suite 340
Chapel Hill, NC 27514

www.conservationfund.org

September 14, 2023 

The Honorable Pete Buttigieg 
Office of the Secretary 
U.S. Department of Transportation 
1200 New Jersey Ave, SE 
Washington, DC 20590 

Dear Secretary Buttigieg,  

On behalf of The Conservation Fund, I am pleased to submit this letter of support for Durham 
County’s FY24 Reconnecting Communities and Neighborhoods (RCN) Program for the Durham 
to Roxboro Rail Trail Planning Study. The Conservation Fund is working closely with Durham 
City and Durham County on the portion of the trail corridor that lies within Durham County. The 
Fund is also assisting Person County and the City of Roxboro with their efforts relative to the 
portion of the trial located in neighboring Person County. Our current focus is on negotiations 
with Norfolk Southern for the acquisition of the rail corridor in its entirety from the City of 
Durham to the City of Roxboro. 

The Durham County application is for $500,000 to conduct a planning study, focused on the 
feasibility, benefits, cost, and impact of developing a non-active rail corridor into a multi-use 
trail. This trail will provide a bicycle and pedestrian connection between the City of Roxboro, 
Person County, Durham County, and the City of Durham. This study will be a joint City and 
County effort focused on the eighteen miles of rail corridor in Durham County and will 
complement a feasibility study already underway in Person County.  

The Conservation Fund supports this application because the study will further strengthen and 
build upon regional partnerships. The study will follow the stakeholder outreach approach in the 
City’s Blueprint for Equitable Community Engagement which activates local partners and 
community networks for guidance on the project. The City and County are committed to 
ensuring that those most affected by the trail have the opportunity to participate in the planning 
and design process. 

The Durham to Roxboro Trail is a long-standing community priority, originally recommended in 
the 2001 Trails and Greenway Plan for the City and County of Durham and later reaffirmed 



during the adoption of the 2011 Trails and Greenway Plan. The trail will be the northern 
extension of the Durham Rail Trail currently under development by City of Durham. It will 
provide a critical connection between the urban and rural areas of Durham as well as connecting 
to local, statewide, and national trail networks such as the American Tobacco Trail, NC 
Mountains to Sea Trail and the East Coast Greenway. The trail will also improve access to transit 
and employment centers in downtown and northern Durham, and other community resources 
such as schools, libraries, and parks. 

The trail will provide a high-quality bicycle and pedestrian facility through a historically 
disadvantaged area of Durham including the Bragtown neighborhood, a prioritized community 
within the City’s Equitable and Green Infrastructure Program. The trail will ensure a safe place 
to recreate and exercise while also promoting equitable access to nature and conserved areas in 
northern Durham County such as Penny’s Bend Nature Preserve, Horton Grove Preserve and 
Eno River State Park. The trail will also improve access to the Stagville State Historic Site, the 
remnants of one of the largest plantations in North Carolina. The study will consider 
opportunities to recognize and educate residents about the history of Durham, including slavery, 
emancipation, and injustice, as part of the design and programming of the trail. 

Our organization strongly supports RCN funding the Durham to Roxboro Rail Trail Planning 
Study, and we look forward to participating in a successful study that helps advance this 
transformational project.  

Sincerely,  

Bill Holman 

 

North Carolina State Director 
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September 20, 2023

U.S. Secretary of Transportation Pete Buttigieg
Office of the Secretary
U.S. Department of Transportation
1200 New Jersey Ave, SE
Washington, DC 20590

Dear Secretary Buttigieg,

On behalf of Bike Durham, I am pleased to submit this letter of support for Durham County’s FY24

Reconnecting Communities and Neighborhoods (RCN) Program for the Durham to Roxboro Rail Trail

Planning Study. Bike Durham is a local non-profit advocacy organization working for access to safe,

affordable, and sustainable transportation for everyone, regardless of who they are or where they live.

The Durham County application is for $500,000 to conduct a planning study focused on the feasibility,

benefits, cost, and impact of developing a non-active rail corridor into a multi-use trail. This trail will

provide a connection for biking and walking between the City of Roxboro, Person County, Durham

County, and the City of Durham. This will be a joint City and County effort focused on the 18 miles of rail

corridor in Durham County complementing a feasibility study already underway in Person County.

Our organization supports this application to advance a project with a regional impact connecting areas

of our community historically left out of investments in walking, biking, and transit access.

● The trail will provide a high-quality bicycle and pedestrian facility through a historically

disadvantaged area of Durham including the Bragtown neighborhood, a prioritized community

within the City’s Equitable and Green Infrastructure program.

● The trail will also be a transportation and recreational resource in rural northern Durham

County, an area with very few sidewalks or bicycle facilities.

● The trail will be a northern extension of the Durham Rail Trail currently under development by

the City of Durham. It will provide access to downtown Durham and the network of trail, bicycle

facilities, and sidewalks in central Durham.

In addition to the transportation and recreation access that this trail will provide, we are excited about

the opportunities that it presents to tell the corridor’s history in the development of Durham. The trail

will be along the abandoned rail corridor that connects the Stagville State Historic Site - the remnants of

one of the largest plantations in North Carolina - with the Bragtown neighborhood and the Hayti

neighborhood south of downtown. The rail line is the path that many of the formerly enslaved people

walked to find places to settle once they had their freedom. The study will consider opportunities to

recognize and educate residents about this history of Durham, including slavery, emancipation, and

injustice, as part of the design and programming of the trail.

We know that the study will follow the community engagement approach in the City of Durham’s

Blueprint for Equitable Community Engagement which activates local partners and community networks

for guidance on the project. The City and County are committed to ensuring that those most affected by

the trail have the opportunity to participate in the planning and design process.

112 Broadway St., Suite B

Durham, NC 27701

www.bikedurham.org



Our organization strongly supports RCN funding the Durham to Roxboro Rail Trail Planning Study, and we

look forward to participating in a successful study that helps advance this transformational project.

Sincerely,

John Tallmadge

Executive Director

112 Broadway St., Suite B

Durham, NC 27701

www.bikedurham.org



 

 

  

August 30, 2023 

U.S. Secretary of Transporta�on Pete Bu�gieg 
Office of the Secretary 
U.S. Department of Transporta�on 
1200 New Jersey Ave, SE 
Washington, DC 20590 
 
Dear Secretary Bu�gieg,  

On behalf of Discover Durham, I am pleased to submit this leter of support for Durham County’s FY24 Reconnec�ng 
Communi�es and Neighborhoods (RCN) Program for the Durham to Roxboro Rail Trail Planning Study. Discover Durham 
drives economic impact in our community by promo�ng our county’s many features and ameni�es to encourage people to 
visit, and this trail would have a strong appeal for visitors as well as residents.  

The Durham County applica�on is for $500,000 to conduct a planning study, focused on the feasibility, benefits, cost, and 
impact of developing a non-ac�ve rail corridor into a mul�-use trail. This trail will provide a bicycle and pedestrian 
connec�on between the City of Roxboro, Person County, Durham County, and the City of Durham. This study will be a joint 
City and County effort focused on the 18 miles of rail corridor in Durham County and will complement a feasibility study 
already underway in Person County.  

While there are many posi�ve outcomes an�cipated from this project, our organiza�on par�cularly supports this 
applica�on because the 18-mile trail will be one of the longest trails in the Triangle and is expected to atract a mul�tude 
of users, boos�ng tourism and recrea�on-based economic development. With the Downtown Rail Trail and American 
Tobacco Trail, it will provide more than 30 miles of con�nuous trail through Durham County. It also will provide a high-
quality bicycle and pedestrian facility through an historically disadvantaged area of Durham including the Bragtown 
neighborhood, a priori�zed community within the City’s Equitable and Green Infrastructure program.  

The trail improves access to the Stagville State Historic Site, the remnants of one of the largest planta�ons in North 
Carolina. The study will consider opportuni�es to recognize and educate residents about the history of Durham, including 
slavery, emancipa�on, and injus�ce, as part of the design and programming of the trail. 

Finally, the trail is also a long-standing community priority that was originally recommended in the adopted 2001 Trails 
and Greenway Plan for the City and County of Durham, and reaffirmed through public engagement ac�vi�es conducted 
during the adop�on of the more recent 2011 Trails and Greenways Plan for the City and County.  

Our organiza�on strongly supports RCN funding the Durham to Roxboro Rail Trail Planning Study, and we look forward to 
par�cipa�ng in a successful study that helps advance this transforma�onal project.  

Sincerely,  

Susan Amey 
Susan Amey 
President & CEO 
Susan@discoverdurham.com 



September 19th, 2023

U.S. Secretary of Transportation Pete Buttigieg
Office of the Secretary
U.S. Department of Transportation
1200 New Jersey Ave, SE
Washington, DC 20590

Dear Secretary Buttigieg,

On behalf of Triangle Trails Initiative, I am pleased to submit this letter of support for Durham County’s FY24
Reconnecting Communities and Neighborhoods (RCN) Program for the Durham to Roxboro Rail Trail Planning
Study. Triangle Trails Initiative (TTI) is a non-profit organization that collaborates with fifteen counties in the
Triangle Area of North Carolina to develop a regional trail network. We assist Counties and local municipalities with
planning and promoting greenway infrastructure including Durham County and Person County, in which the planned
corridor is located.. TTI is committed to supporting the successful implementation of this planning grant and
assisting both counties with the development of the trail within the rail corridor.

The Durham County application is for $500,000 to conduct a planning study, focused on the feasibility, benefits,
cost, and impact of developing a non-active rail corridor into a multi-use trail. This trail will provide a bicycle and
pedestrian connection between the City of Roxboro, Person County, Durham County, and the City of Durham. This
study will be a joint City and County effort focused on the 18 miles of rail corridor in Durham County and will
complement a feasibility study already underway in Person County.

Our organization supports this application because the trail study will strengthen and build upon the regional
municipal collaborations and trail network connections in the Triangle Area.TTI is particularly supportive of how
this planning study will enhance equity in the region through the application of Durham’s Equitable Community
Engagement Blueprint, promising that the project will bring transportation access, environmental justice, and
economic justice, and economic opportunity to an area underserved by active transportation infrastructure. As a part
of both the national East Coast Greenway and the North Carolina Great Trail State Plan, this trail will connect urban
and rural communities in Durham County with those across the Triangle Region, North Carolina, and East Coast.

Our organization strongly supports RCN funding the Durham to Roxboro Rail Trail Planning Study, and we look
forward to participating in a successful study that helps advance this transformational project.

Sincerely,

Rashawn King

Triangle Trails Initiative Program Manager
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September 13, 2023 

U.S. Secretary of Transportation Pete Buttigieg 
Office of the Secretary, U.S. Department of Transportation 
1200 New Jersey Ave, SE 
Washington, DC 20590 
 
Dear Secretary Buttigieg,  

On behalf of Triangle Land Conservancy, I am pleased to submit this letter of support for Durham 
County’s FY24 Reconnecting Communities and Neighborhoods (RCN) Program for the Durham to 
Roxboro Rail Trail Planning Study. Triangle Land Conservancy is a land trust that uses land 
protection and stewardship to catalyze community action and collaboration for public benefit in six 
counties of the Triangle region, including Durham County.  

The Durham County application is for $500,000 to conduct a planning study, focused on the 
feasibility, benefits, cost, and impact of developing a non-active rail corridor into a multi-use trail. 
This trail will provide a bicycle and pedestrian connection between the City of Roxboro, Person 
County, Durham County, and the City of Durham. This study will be a joint City and County effort 
focused on the 18 miles of rail corridor in Durham County and will complement a feasibility study 
already underway in Person County.  

Our organization supports this application because connecting people with nature is a priority for 
our work as an increasingly healthy and vibrant place to live where wild and working lands are 
protected, and everyone has access to open space, clean water, and local food. TLC owns and 
manages 8 public nature preserves, including Horton Grove Nature Preserve in the trail corridor 
which holds great historic and environmental significance for the community. TLC is actively 
involved in multiple planning efforts to improve public access to walking and biking trails and 
enhance habitat connectivity in Durham County. This project is poised to achieve both of these 
goals while opening new opportunities for land acquisition in a priority watershed.  

The Durham Roxboro Rail Trail Planning Study is a strong candidate for the Reconnecting 
Communities and Neighborhoods Program because of the central role community engagement will 
play in the plans. Based on lessons from Durham itself and similar communities, the City has 
created a Blueprint for Equitable Community Engagement which activates local partners and 
community networks and has already been utilized effectively with other City projects. The City and 
County are committed to ensuring that those most affected by the trail have the opportunity to 
participate in the planning and design process. Community engagement is a key element to ensure 
that the benefits of nature reach those who have historically been excluded from access. This 
project has the potential to connect several historically disadvantaged communities with safe 
places to recreate and access nature and expand access and awareness of existing sites, like TLC’s 
Horton Grove Nature Preserve and Stagville State Historic Site.  

TLC strongly supports RCN funding the Durham to Roxboro Rail Trail Planning Study, and we look 
forward to participating in a successful study that helps advance this transformational project.  

Sincerely,  

 
Sandy Sweitzer, Executive Director 



 
 

 
 

September 14, 2023 
 
U.S. Secretary of Transportation Pete Buttigieg 
Office of the Secretary 
U.S. Department of Transportation 
1200 New Jersey Ave, SE 
Washington, DC 20590 
 
Dear Secretary Buttigieg,  
 
On behalf of the North Carolina Botanical Garden, I am pleased to submit this letter of support for Durham 
County’s FY24 Reconnecting Communities and Neighborhoods (RCN) Program for the Durham to 
Roxboro Rail Trail Planning Study. This trail will provide access to parks and conservation areas in northern 
Durham County including Penny’s Bend Nature Preserve which is managed by the North Carolina Botanical 
Garden. 
 
The Durham County application is for $500,000 to conduct a planning study, focused on the feasibility, 
benefits, cost, and impact of developing a non-active rail corridor into a multi-use trail. This trail will provide 
a bicycle and pedestrian connection between the City of Roxboro, Person County, Durham County, and the 
City of Durham. This study will be a joint City and County effort focused on the 18 miles of rail corridor in 
Durham County and will complement a feasibility study already underway in Person County.  
 
Our organization supports this application because… 

• The trail will provide a historically disadvantaged neighborhood a safe place to recreate and exercise 
and promote equitable access to nature and conservation areas in northern Durham County.  

• The trail provides a transportation and recreational resource in rural northern Durham County, an 
area with very few sidewalks or bicycle facilities. 

• The trail will provide access to parks and conservation areas in northern Durham County such as 
Penny’s Bend Nature Preserve, Horton Grove Preserve, and Eno River State Park. Providing access 
to nature helps promote environmental stewardship.  

Our organization strongly supports RCN funding the Durham to Roxboro Rail Trail Planning Study, and we 
look forward to participating in a successful study that helps advance this transformational project.  
 
Sincerely, 
 

 
 
Damon Waitt, Ph.D. 
 
Director, North Carolina Botanical Garden 
The University of North Carolina at Chapel Hill 
CB 3375, Chapel Hill, NC 27599 
 
 
 



September 11, 2023 

U.S. Secretary of Transportation Pete Buttigieg 
Office of the Secretary 
U.S. Department of Transportation 
1200 New Jersey Ave, SE 
Washington, DC 20590 
 
Dear Secretary Buttigieg,  

On behalf of Friends of the Mountains-to-Sea Trail, I am pleased to submit this letter of support for Durham County’s 

FY24 Reconnecting Communities and Neighborhoods (RCN) Program for the Durham to Roxboro Rail Trail Planning Study. 

Our mission is mission is to bring together communities and volunteers to build, maintain, and advocate for an enduring 

footpath connecting North Carolina’s natural, historic, and cultural treasures and to ensure that all people feel welcome 

on the trail.  

The Durham County application is for $500,000 to conduct a planning study, focused on the feasibility, benefits, cost, and 

impact of developing a non-active rail corridor into a multi-use trail. This trail will provide a bicycle and pedestrian 

connection between the City of Roxboro, Person County, Durham County, and the City of Durham. This study will be a 

joint City and County effort focused on the 18 miles of rail corridor in Durham County and will complement a feasibility 

study already underway in Person County.  

Our organization supports this application because the trail intersects the Mountains-to-Sea Trail and overlaps with the 

East Coast Greenway and will provide access to parks and conservation areas in northern Durham County such as Penny’s 

Bend Nature Preserve, Horton Grove Preserve, and Eno River State Park. The trail also improves access to Stagville State 

Historic Site, the remnants of one of the largest plantations in North Carolina. The study will consider opportunities to 

recognize and educate people about the history of Durham, including slavery, emancipation, and injustice, as part of the 

design and programming of the trail. Finally, the trail will provide a historically disadvantaged neighborhood a safe place 

to recreate and exercise and promote equitable access to nature and conservation areas in northern Durham County. 

Our organization strongly supports RCN funding the Durham to Roxboro Rail Trail Planning Study, and we look forward to 

participating in a successful study that helps advance this transformational project.  

Sincerely,  

 

Brent Laurenz, Executive Director 

Friends of the Mountains-to-Sea Trail 



Urban Community AgriNomics

Growing Communities One Seed at a time!

September t1.,2023

U.S. Secretary of Transportation Pete Buttigieg

Office of the Secretary

U.S. Department of Transportation

1200 New Jersey Ave, SE

Washington, DC 20590

Dear Secretary Buttigieg:

On behalf of Urban Community AgriNomics (UCAN), I am pleased to submit this letter of support for Durham

County's FY24 Reconnecting Communities and Neighborhoods (RCN) Program for the Durham to Roxboro

Rail Trail Planning Study. UCAN is a minority founded and led nonprofit that is reclaiming an old farmstead

that was once part of the great plantation system of Durham County. Our purpose in addition to increasing

food security is to give the descendants of the enslaved access to open greenspaces, trails, and history of
their ancestors who once lived and toiled on this land. Through engagement with those who have a history of
systemic disenfranchisement and marginalization we take an positive role in the academic success of youth,

and exposure to career opportunities in agriculture for them as well as those who were once incarcerated.

Unfortunately, due to limited public transportation to the area and an absence of sidewalks, access is

restricted.

The Durham County application is for 5500,000 to conduct a planning study, focused on the feasibility,

benefits, cost, and impact of developing a non-active rail corridor into a multi-use trail. This trail will
provide a bicycle and pedestrian connection between the City of Roxboro, Person County, Durham

County, and the City of Durham. This study will be a joint City and County effort focused on the 18 miles

of rail corridor in Durham County and will complement a feasibility study already underway in Person

County.

Urban Community AgriNomics (UCAN) Catawba Trail Farm, located in northern Durham County, is providing

its support because:



. The trail will provide a historically disadvantaged neighborhood a safe place to recreate and

exercise and promote equitable access to nature and conservation areas in northern Durham

County.

o The trail will improve access to transit on GoDurham Route 9l9Al9B, employment centers in

downtown and northern Durham, and community resources such as multiple schools, the

Bragtown Library, and multiple parks and conservation areas.

o The trail improves access to the Stagville State Historic Site, the remnants of one of the largest

plantations in North Carolina. The study will consider opportunities to recognize and educate

residents about the history of Durham, including slavery, emancipation, and injustice, as part of
the design and programming of the trail.

o The trail provides a transportation and recreational resource in rural northern Durham County,

an area with very few sidewalks or bicycle facilities.

o The trail will provide access to parks and conservafion areas in northern Durham County such as

Penny's Bend Nature Preserve, Horton Grove Preserve, and Eno River State Park. Providing

access to nature helps promote environmental stewardship.

o The Study will follow the community engagement approach in the City's Blueprint for Equitable

Community Engagement which activates local partners and community networks for guidance

on the project. The City and County are committed to ensuring that those most affected by the

trail have the opportunity to participate in the planning and design process.

o The trail will provide a high-quality bicycle and pedestrian facility through a historically

disadvantaged area of Durham including the Bragtown neighborhood, a prioritized community

within the City's Equitable and Green lnfrastructure program.

UCAN strongly supports RCN funding the Durham to Roxboro RailTrail Planning Study. We look forward to
participating in a successful study that helps advance this transformational project.

Sincerely,

Delphine Sellars, Executive Director

9 L9-599-1533 dsel lars @ugan-tqday
IRS Nonprofit TIN # 81-0591944

OfIce: 505 Creswiew Drive, Durham, NC 27712 Ernail: Info@ucan.today
Phone: 984.37 7 .4226 lwww.ucan.today

Urban Community AgriNomics prohibits any form of unlawful discrimination on the basis of race, color, religion, creed, sex,

gender, gender identity or gender expression, age,marital status, national origin, mental or physical disability, political belief
or affiliation, veteran status, sexual orientation, genetic information, and any other class of individuals protected from
discrimination under state or federal law with respect to employment, volunteer participation and the provisions of services.
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September 13, 2023 

U.S. Secretary of Transportation Pete Buttigieg 

Office of the Secretary 

U.S. Department of Transportation 

1200 New Jersey Ave, SE 

Washington, DC 20590 

 

Dear Secretary Buttigieg,  

On behalf of the Eno River Association in Durham, North Carolina I am pleased to submit this 

letter of support for Durham County’s FY24 Reconnecting Communities and Neighborhoods 

(RCN) Program for the Durham to Roxboro Rail Trail Planning Study. The mission of the Eno 

River Association is to conserve and protect the natural, historical, and cultural resources of the 

watershed, and we support this trail planning study without hesitation.   

The Durham County application for $500,000 will allow for a planning study focused on the 

feasibility, benefits, cost, and impact of reimagining a non-active rail corridor into a multi-use 

trail. This trail will provide a bicycle and pedestrian connection between the City of Roxboro, 

Person County, Durham County, and the City of Durham. The study, a joint City and County 

effort focused on 18 miles of rail corridor in Durham County, will complement a feasibility study 

already underway in adjacent Person County.  

As this is a long-standing community priority, we strongly support this study and forthcoming 

project. We anticipate that this trail will provide a historically disadvantaged community a safe 

place to recreate and exercise and will promote equitable access to nature and conservation areas 

in our county. Further, it will improve access to the Stagville State Historic Site, a remnant of 

one of the largest plantations in North Carolina. Opportunities will certainly exist along the trail 

to recognize and educate passers-by about slavery, emancipation, and the history of injustice that 

is part of the Durham story.  

As the trail will overlap with the East Coast Greenway, is on the North Carolina Great Trails 

State Plan, and intersects with the North Carolina Mountains-to-Sea Trail, it will be a great asset 

to our region as a connection to these state and national trail networks. Increasing access to parks 

and conservation spaces is important to our work at the Eno River Association, and this trail will 

provide such to Eno River State Park, Horton Grove Preserve, and Penny’s Bend Nature 

Preserve.   



 

 

Both the City and County are committed to ensuring that neighbors will have opportunities to 

participate in the planning and design processes. We are pleased that the study will follow the 

community engagement approach in the City of Durham’s Blueprint for Equitable Community 

Engagement, which will activate local partners and community networks for invaluable guidance 

on the project.  

Our organization strongly supports RCN funding in the amount of $500,000 for the Durham to 

Roxboro Rail Trail Planning Study, and we look forward to participating this transformational 

project.  

Sincerely,  

 

Jessica L. Sheffield 

Executive Director 

Eno River Association  
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