Durham County Board of Social Services
August 17, 2022

The Durham County Board of Social Services monthly meeting was held on Wednesday, August 17, 2022. The DSS Board meeting will continue to be virtual until further notice.

The following DSS Board members were in attendance: Chair Commissioner Wendy Jacobs and Vice Chair Dr. Monique Holsey-Hyman; Board members: Janice P. Paul, Jacqueline Beatty-Smith, and Charles I. Mitchell.


The Durham County Department of Social Services was represented by the following: Director William Rose, Deputy Director Catherine Williamson-Hardy and Chief Operations Officer Kelly Inman; Assistant Directors: Krystal Harris, Rhonda Stevens, Jovetta Whitfield, and Margaret Faircloth.
DSS staff attending included: Candice Leathers, Latoya Chambers,         Meghan Russ, Nancy Santos, Kalindra Ellerbe, Lee Little, Darlene Whitfield, Quannah Jackson-Brown, Shontelle Smith, LaVelle Chesney, Susan Lee, Quanesha Archer, Lynn Thomas, Christie McMillan, Pamela Purifoy,          John Kenion, Emma Perry, and Montrella R. Springfield.
DSS Human Resources Analyst James Hart attended the meeting.
Senior Assistant County Attorneys Danielle Briggs and Bettyna B.  Abney were present.
Chair Commissioner Wendy Jacobs called the August 17, 2022, DSS Board meeting to order at 3:14 pm.

Chair Commissioner Wendy Jacobs acknowledged citizens attending for public comments. There was a limit of ten minutes for public comments.  Each person will receive one minute to speak and Board member Charles I. Mitchell will be the timekeeper. 

Chair Commissioner Wendy Jacobs read the Public Charge.  The Board of the Durham County Department of Social Services asks its members and citizens to conduct themselves in a respectful, courteous manner, both with the Board and fellow citizens. At any time, should any member of the Board or any citizen fail to observe this public charge, the Chairman will ask the offending person to leave the meeting until that individual regains personal control. Should decorum fail to be restored, the Chairman will recess the meeting until such time that a genuine commitment to the public charge is observed. 
Chair Commissioner Wendy Jacobs asked everyone to state their name and address before speaking.


Public Comments

Public comments were received from the individuals listed below.
The comments related to an open case which are confidential.
Marcus Wallace, New York
Ashley Mitchell 10 Lewis Ave Harbor Township, NJ 
Gary Hatch 4809 Revere Rd, Durham, NC
Samantha Wynn
Amanda Wallace 801 Eastwood Cross Park NC Operation Stop CPS
Frank Watson 4000. Spotter Drive Bell apartments in Apex, NC
Jessica Platt at 1007 Juniper St, Durham, NC
Pastor Jerome King 1539 Running Brook Rd, Charlotte, NC
 Alexis Wynn 427 Batherson St, Durham, NC

Chair Commissioner Wendy Jacobs requested Senior Assistant County Attorney Danielle Briggs to explain the role of the DSS Board as it pertains to the Bylaws, Rules, and Procedures. Chair Commissioner Jacobs suggested legal clarification for attendees.
Senior Assistant Attorney Danielle Briggs is the primary advisor to the DSS Board. According to Senior Assistant Attorney Briggs, the DSS Board has essentially five major charges under the North Carolina General Statutes. Those are all found in NCGS 1088 - 9. Essentially, they are required to select the county Director of Social Services based on the criteria set by the Human Services Commission.
They are to advise the county, develop policies and plans to improve the social conditions of the community. They are to consult with the Director of Social Services about problems relating to his office and to assist him in planning budgets for the County Department of Social Services. They are to transmit and present the budgets of the County Department of Social Services for Public Assistance, Social Services, and administration to the Board of County Commissioners.
They also will have any and all such other duties as the General Assembly, the Department of Health and Human Services or the Social Services Commission may assign to it. They specifically do not have any authority with respect to the personnel of DSS other than the Director of Social Services. They do not have the power to reprimand to make demands, to require any personnel action except with the with respect to DSS Director.
[bookmark: _Hlk113354376]
Bettyna Abney is a Senior Assistant County Attorney with Durham County and  part of the Child Welfare team attorneys. Senior Assistant County Attorney Abney advise the director and handles child welfare. As attorney,  when it comes to child welfare cases, all child welfare cases are confidential. It is very clear in our  statutes. 
When it comes to confidentiality of all abuse, neglect, and dependency matters, so it cannot be discussed.
The details of cases or cases cannot be discussed in the public whether there is a protective order or not. They're confidential even when you have cases that go to the, to the appellate court, Supreme Court names of children are not even listed. So, when it comes to discussing matters of child welfare, it's it will never be and it cannot be discussed with nonparties.
It is all actions are before the court and the court makes the decisions.
Senior Assistant County Attorney Bettyna B. Abney is bound by the decisions by the Court.

Chair Commissioner Wendy Jacobs thanked Senior Assistant County Attorneys  Danielle Briggs and Bettyna B. Abney. 









Approval of the Agenda
Chair Commissioner Wendy Jacobs proceeded to move forward with the review and approval of the proposed agenda requesting two changes.  Delay the approval of the minutes until the September Board Meeting.  Discussion of a subcommittee that was supposed to be formed in May.
Board member Janice P. Paul moved the acceptance and approval of the proposed agenda as amended by the Board Chair.  Vice Chair Dr. Monique Holsey-Hyman seconded.
[bookmark: _Hlk8210314]The amended proposed agenda was unanimously approved by voice vote.
Board member						Yes	No	Abstained
[bookmark: _Hlk526172190]Chair Commissioner Wendy Jacobs			Yes
Vice Chair Dr. Monique Holsey-Hyman		Yes
Board member Janice P. Paul				Yes
Board member Jacqueline Beatty-Smith		Yes
Board member Charles I. Mitchell			Yes

Chair Commissioner Wendy Jacobs acknowledged reports from the Assistant Directors and asked if board members have comments or questions. 
Chair Commissioner Wendy Jacobs entertained approval of the board reports. Vice Chair Dr. Monique Holsey-Hyman moved for approval  of the board reports and Board member Jacqueline Beatty-Smith seconded.
Board member						Yes	No	Abstained
Chair Commissioner Wendy Jacobs			Yes
Vice Chair Dr. Monique Holsey-Hyman		Yes
Board member Janice P. Paul				Yes
Board member Jacqueline Beatty-Smith		Yes
Board member Charles I. Mitchell			Yes

The board reports were unanimously approved by  the  DSS Board’s voice vote.



Chair Report
Chair Commissioner Wendy Jacobs stated the subcommittee was supposed to be discussed in May to review the bylaws.  The by-laws have not been updated since 2015.  Chair Commissioner Jacobs requested assistance from Senior Assistant County Attorney Danielle Briggs and DSS Director William Rose.
Chair Commissioner Jacobs petitioned two members of the DSS Board to join the subcommittee.  Board members Charles I. Mitchell and Jacqueline Beatty-Smith volunteered.  Board member Janice P. Paul offered a motion to approve the subcommittee to review the by-laws.  The subcommittee will include Chair Commissioner Wendy Jacobs, Board members Jacqueline Beatty-Smith, Charles I. Mitchell, Senior Assistant County Attorney Danielle Briggs and DSS Director William Rose. 

Board member						Yes	No	Abstained
Chair Commissioner Wendy Jacobs			Yes
Vice Chair Dr. Monique Holsey-Hyman		Yes
Board member Janice P. Paul				Yes
Board member Jacqueline Beatty-Smith		Yes
Board member Charles I. Mitchell			Yes

Chair Commissioner Wendy Jacobs continued to  the closed session.  There are two items to discuss in closed session. For the first closed session, that's confidential, we would be inviting on Joy Cook and Bettyna B. Abney and Jovetta Whitfield.

[bookmark: _Hlk113969594]One is General Statute 143 318.11 to prevent the disclosure of information that is privileged or confidential pursuant to the law of this state or of the United States or not considered a public record within the meaning of Chapter 132 of the general statutes. The information is confidential pursuant to North Carolina general statute108A-80 and 7B - 302A1.


The DSS Board, is requested to also adjourn into closed session under  
NCGS 143-318.11 (a)(6) To consider the qualifications, competence, performance, character, fitness, conditions of appointment, or conditions of initial employment of an individual public officer or employee or prospective public officer or employee; or to hear or investigate a complaint, charge, or grievance by or against an individual public officer or employee. General personnel policy issues may not be considered in a closed session. A public body may not consider the qualifications, competence, performance, character, fitness, appointment, or removal of a member of the public body or another body and may not consider or fill a vacancy among its own membership except in an open meeting. Final action making an appointment or discharge or removal by a public body having final authority for the appointment or discharge or removal shall be taken in an open meeting.
Senior Assistant County Attorney recommended completing the first request in closed session, returning to open session and return to closed session for the second request because they are two separate issues.
Board member Janice P. Paul motioned to move into closed session in pursuant to North Carolina General Statutes 143 - 318.11 A.  Board member Charles I. Mitchell seconded.

Chair Commissioner Wendy Jacobs moved forward with a voice vote.
[bookmark: _Hlk110945291]Board member						Yes	No	Abstained
Chair Commissioner Wendy Jacobs			Yes
Board member Janice P. Paul				Yes 
Board member Jacqueline Beatty-Smith		Yes
Board member Charles I. Mitchell			Yes
The voice vote was unanimous.






The DSS Board returned to open session.  No action taken.
Respectfully submitted

__________________________________________  _____________________
Chairperson			Date

__________________________________________   ____________________
Secretary to the Board			Date
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