
About Us

Upcoming Events

Spotlights

We offer free educational
opportunities and
resources to Durham
County schools and
teachers. 

*

*

January 30, 2026
5:00 PM

Conservation contest
entries due. Contact us
to schedule a pick-up. 

February 5, 2026
5:00 PM

Envirothon team
registration due. 

* March 27, 2026
5:00 PM

Conservation
Education Teacher of
the Year nominations
due. 

Contact Us

Lisa Marochak
lmarochak@dconc.gov
919-560-0558

Elicia Senff
esenff@dconc.gov
919-560-0558

We hosted a Big Sweep
clean-up with E.K. Powe’s
2  grade classes. nd

We welcomed a new
employee at Durham SWCD:
Elicia Senff, Education &
Outreach Coordinator. 

Big Sweep New Employee
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Classroom Presentations
We offer classroom presentations and hands-on
activities on a variety of natural resource topics for
classes across Durham. 

Popular presentations include soils and erosion,
watersheds, wildlife, water quality, waste
management, agriculture, and more! 

Free Programs and Resources

We’re available to table
at science days, career
fairs, and civic events. 

Invite our mascot,
Sammy Soil, to your
school or event.

Durham educators can
rent books from our
Learning Library. Free!
Click here to rent books. 

Durham K-5 teachers
can enter our monthly
ag-book giveaway! 
Click here to enter. 
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Nominate yourself or an outstanding
K-12th grade teacher you know who
excels in conservation and
environmental education in the
classroom. 

Awards are given to a primary and
secondary grade teacher. Winners
are awarded a plaque and a cash
prize of $100 at our Annual
Conservation Awards Banquet. 

Applications Due: March 27 by
5:00 PM

Conservation Education
Teacher of the Year

Click here or scan the
QR code to nominate
a teacher, including
yourself!

Durham SWCD

Follow us! 

Durham SWCD

Durham County Soil 
and Water Conservation District

Schedule a Program

Lisa Marochak
lmarochak@dconc.gov
919-560-0558

Elicia Senff
esenff@dconc.gov
919-560-0558

https://dconc.gov/Soil-and-Water/Environmental-Education/Student-Education/Learning-Library
https://dconc.gov/Soil-and-Water/Environmental-Education/Student-Education/The-Book-Planter
https://dconc.gov/Soil-and-Water/Environmental-Education/Student-Education/The-Book-Planter
http://www.dconc.gov/swcd
https://dconc2.jotform.com/252023994953060
http://www.youtube.com/@durhamswcd4057
https://www.instagram.com/durhamswcd/
https://www.facebook.com/DCoSWCD
https://www.facebook.com/DCoSWCD
https://www.facebook.com/DCoSWCD
mailto:lmarochak@dconc.gov
mailto:esenff@dconc.gov


Due Date

Contests and
Divisions 

Conservation Creativity
Contests
Students in grades 3rd - 12th are encouraged to
participate in our annual Conservation Creativity
Contests. 

This year's theme is: We All Live in a Watershed!

While not everyone lives next to a lake, pond, or
stream, we all live in a watershed. A watershed is an
area of land that drains all the snow and rainfall to a
common outlet, such as a lake. 

Students are invited to explore concepts related to
watersheds. Use your creativity to explore the one you
live in, tell others about watersheds, and more!
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January 30, 2026
5:00 PM

Conservation contest
entries due. Contact us
to schedule a pick-up. 

*

*

Poster Contest
3rd grade
4th grade
5th grade

Essay Contest
6th grade
7th grade
8th grade
9th - 12th grade

*

*

Slide Show
6th grade
7th grade
8th grade
9th-12th grade

Public Speaking
7th Grade
8th Grade
9th - 12  Gradeth

Awards

1st place: $50 + Award presented at the annual District
Awards Banquet + A yard sign.

2nd Place: $25 + Award presented at the annual
District Awards Banquet+ A yard sign.

Teachers: If one of your students wins 1st place, you
will receive $30!

Rules & Entry Forms

Click here or scan the QR code to view
the rules and entry forms. 

http://www.dconc.gov/swcd
https://dconc.gov/Soil-and-Water/Environmental-Education/Student-Education/Conservation-Contests
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The Envirothon program is a hands-on environmental
science and natural resources competition for middle
and high school students. Five-member teams of
students study, train, and are tested on their
knowledge of five subject areas: Soils, Wildlife,
Aquatics, Forestry, and Current Environmental Issues. 

Through outdoor activities, teamwork, critical thinking,
leadership skills training, and more, the Envirothon
program is developing tomorrow’s informed leaders! 

Teams can a borrow training materials to use on their own
time. This includes our set of pelts and skulls and
macroinvertebrate samples.

We also work with teams to coordinate training sessions
with resource professionals. Contact Lisa to schedule a
training session or to rent a resource box. 

Envirothon

Resource Boxes & Training Sessions

Register your Team
Scan the QR code or click here to
register your team. 

Questions? Contact Lisa at
lmarochak@dconc.gov.  

201 E Main St, Fl 5,
Durham, NC 27701

Important Dates

*

*

February 5, 2026

Last day to register
Envirothon teams. 

March 26, 2026

Area IV Envirothon
Regional Qualifying
Competition

* April 24-25, 2026

NC Envirothon State
Competition.

Links & Contact

Lisa Marochak
919-560-0558
lmarochak@dconc.gov

Area IV Envirothon Website

Envirothon Study
Resources

http://www.dconc.gov/swcd
https://www.ncarea4envirothon.org/area-iv-envirothon
mailto:lmarochak@dconc.gov
mailto:lmarochak@dconc.gov
https://www.ncarea4envirothon.org/
https://www.ncarea4envirothon.org/area-iv-envirothon
https://www.ncarea4envirothon.org/
https://sites.google.com/site/envirothonnc/study-resources
https://sites.google.com/site/envirothonnc/study-resources

