
Assumed Business Names/Business Registration 

(ALL business structures except LLCs and Corporations) 

Under North Carolina General Statute 160A-211, starting July 1, 2015, there 

will be no local-level business licensing. 

*Please Note:  Other requirements still remain for a business to operate in 

North Carolina. 

1. Register the business name with the local county Register of Deeds 

(Durham, NC Register of Deeds 919-560-0481). 

 

2. Obtain an Employer Identification Number (EIN) for tax 

information purposes. (Business Tax Line 1-800-829-4933). A sole 

proprietor can utilize their Social Security number. 

 

3. If performing any Food Service for Durham County, contact Health 

Inspections at Durham County Health Department - (414 East Main 

Street; 919-560-7800). 

 

4. Research Permissions/Permits by checking with the city for any 

required verifications and/or occupancy permits – (Durham City Planning 

and Zoning at 101 City Hall Plaza; 919-560-4137). 

 

5. Acquire appropriate Occupational and State Licenses, 

depending on the industry or inquire about other Business Information, 

contact EDPNC Small Business Advisors (1-800-228-8443, online at 

https://edpnc.com/ or via email at sbadvisors@edpnc.com).    

 

**For Trademark/Patent assistance via NCCU & USPTO, visit 

http://law.nccu.edu/clinics/intellectual-property-law-institute/trademark-clinic/ 

***To file an LLC, Corporation or Non-Profit, contact the NC Secretary of 

State’s Corporations Division at (919) 814-5400 or visit them online at  

https://www.sosnc.gov/divisions/business_registration 
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