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Durham Women’s Commission
Meeting Minutes
February 24, 2020

Attendees: Vivian Slade, Ruebe Holmes, Patti Black, Brianna Van Stecklenburg, Sara Bausch,
K.D. Ann Welsh, Milicia Tedder, Kim Cameron, Cynthia Bland

Meeting called to order at 6:00pm.
Chair Report:

A note about access to the building after 6pm. The security guards should be there until 7pm to
let people in and she’ll check with Barbara since people had problems last month.

There are two vacancies for the Women’s Commission and they will be voted on today at the
County Commissioners meeting. Vivian will get the information on the new members from
Monica.

The UNC MPOWER Collaboration: Each member of the Women’s Commission will get an email
from UNC this week about the voluntary spotlight interviews. These will be in-person and video
recorded. They can come to a location that’s easy for you. The email will have the five guiding
questions for us to consider and prepare for. We can use these on our social media.

Vice Chair Report:

The Durham City & County Comprehensive Plan: Ruebe attended a meeting at the end of
January. The focus is on making an equitable comprehensive plan and using a ground-up
approach. Ruebe is a community ambassador and they’re also using feedback from the boards
and commissions. Ruebe will bring info from quarterly meetings back to our group for feedback.
This will be a long process, maybe 2-3 years. There are several phases to this process. They’ve
done the listening and learning and are moving into goal development.

Social Media: Ruebe set up Facebook and Instagram. She’s in a content development phase
and needs to get info on upcoming events and photos. If anyone has photos please send them
to our new email address durhamcountywomenscommission@gmail.com. She will also set up a
free Google website. Vivian says we need to send our new social media info to Dawn at
Durham County so she can know who the page administrators are. They will be Vivian, Ruebe,
Jenny, and Cynthia. We cannot use Durham County logos or be political. Let’s use our own best
judgment. We should consider a group photo.

Resolutions Update and Black Maternal Health:

Ruebe presents on Joy Spencer’s Black Maternal Health topic: The group working on this topic
just had a call and discussed the plans. They have a Google Drive with great info and facts on
the situation. They have a draft resolution in progress. They must submit it to the County Clerk
in order to get on the agenda, but they want to be strategic and get stakeholder engagement
first. They plan a stakeholder meeting for May 2 involving doulas, birth workers, and mothers.
The intern is gathering information on local facts and issues. This resolution and process will go
along with people working toward becoming a Breastfeeding Friendly Environment. This group
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will reiterate the Black Maternal Health topic’s messages and that one will reiterate the
breastfeeding message. Vivian has a copy of Chapel Hill’s breastfeeding resolution, but it needs
personalization for Durham. Commissioner Heidi Clark is very supportive of this and
encourages us to send the resolution. Shauna from UNC will help the stakeholder meeting.
They can support the meeting by providing food or other things. They need a list from Joy’s
group.

DCWC Newsletter: Question raised about identifying specific areas (local, state, national, etc.).
Suggestion made about using Mail Chimp or ConstantContact and providing a Spanish
translated version.

CEDAW: Interns would like to present to us during the March meeting. Two research projects
are related to maternal health.

Spring Forum: Scheduled for March 31 at the Self Help Credit Union.
Treasurer Report: $345 remaining

Reminder: WomenNC event was rescheduled for March 4.










