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• Hired March 2022

• Eighth county manager

• First female county manager

Making History

County Manager Dr. Kimberly Sowell
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General Managers

Deborah Craig-Ray Gudrun Parmer Jay Gibson Peri Manns Claudia HagerJoanne Pierce
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• Served as Interim County Manager 
from Spring 2021-Spring 2022

A Special Message of Thanks

General Manager Claudia Hager
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BOCC Appointees

Acting County Attorney

Willie Darby Monica Wallace

Clerk to the Board
Dwane Brinson

Tax Administrator
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Attack
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• In 2020, Durham County was presented 
with the challenges of a malware attack and 
a public health crisis.

• Emergency Management and Public 
Health worked together to assist and inform 
the community about the COVID-19 crisis.

• Critical response departments remained on 
the frontlines around the clock to provide 
support to the community.

Collaborative Organization & Resilience
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Durham County Library created Library 
Take-Out system to allow residents to 
safely access library services until July 
2021.

Innovative Services at DCo Library
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Youth ages 14-24 invited to participate 
in Durham's YouthWorks Program, a flexible 
workforce program preparing Durham’s 
young adults for careers in top employment 
sectors in Durham.

Transformation Main & Library Reopening
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• Released weekly videos 
on trends and 
critical information.

• Provided regular COVID-19 
messaging in English and 
Spanish.

COVID-19 Messaging

Rod Jenkins and Public 
Health
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United States approves COVID Vaccine. 
Durham County Public Health began 
distributing Pfizer, Moderna 
and Johnson & Johnson vaccines.

Approval of COVID-19 Vaccine
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"As we enter the next phase of individual 
responsibility, preparedness and 
prosperity, it's time to chart a new 
course."

~ NC Governor Roy Cooper

Moving Forward
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• In February 2022, Governor Roy 
Cooper encourages counties 
to manage health and safety 
of their communities.
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• Smart Wires, bringing its 
corporate headquarters and investing 
$21.5 million dollars and creating 250 jobs

• Beam Therapeutic, which brought an          
$83 million dollar deal

• Eli Lilly and Company which announced a 
$474 Million dollar deal

• Google Cloud Hub, which will eventually 
bring 1,000 jobs to the area.

Economic Development & Expansion
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• March 31, 2022, Durham County 
hosted Community Engagement Event 
on American Rescue Plan Act to hear 
from residents about gaps in 
broadband access.
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Budget Approval by the BOCC

• $736 million current budget 
• $166 million funding for Durham 

Public Schools providing $5.62 
million for Pre-K.
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Long-Term Homeowner Grant Program

• $942,000 supporting residents at 
or below 30% of the area median 
income.
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City-County Racial Equity Commission Created

• Advocating for policies to help 
eliminate the burden of systematic 
and institutional inequities and 
racism in Durham County.
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Durham Community Safety & Wellness Task 

Force

• Evaluating institutional and

community-based safety and

wellness resources.
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• Position created to build
relationships and partnerships with
organizations that serve the
immigrant community.

Refugee and Immigrant Affairs Strategist
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Durham Master Aging Plan Commitee

• Lays the groundwork to improve 
support for Durham’s older 
adults.

• Created to help Durham become 
one of the healthiest counties in 
the nation.
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Nondiscrimination Ordinance

• Created to protect LGBTQIA+ 
residents from discriminatory
practicies.
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• Continue the Tax Assistance Grant 
Program

• Adopt the Capital Improvement Plan
• Expand funding to support crime 

reduction and intervention
initiatives

BOCC Priority Areas
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• Increase funding that supports 
children and families

• Increase funding to support mental 
health and behavioral health 
services

• Expand funding that supports Black 
Maternal Health

BOCC Priority Areas
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• Expand transit investments
• Implement Broadband to our rural 

areas.
• Expand universal access to high 

quality Pre-K
• Allocate ARPA funds to support 

transformative community
investments

BOCC Priority Areas
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Important Dates for FY '22-'23

• May 9th Recommended Budget 
Presentation

• May 23rd Public Hearing for Budget
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Youth ages 14-24 invited to participate 
in Durham's YouthWorks Program, a flexible 
workforce program preparing Durham’s 
young adults for careers in top employment 
sectors in Durham.

Job Training for Durham's Youth
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• Local governments, institutional partners, 
and community organizations have joined
together to better connect residents to
career opportunities.

Community Innovation and Collaboration
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Building Up Local Life Sciences 
(BULLS) initiative that provides 
success coaches, wrap-around 
support services, and life 
scholarships for students earning 
their certificate in biopharma 
manufacturing at Durham Tech.

Building Local Labor Systems
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Reducing Violent Crime

A new Crime Cabinet formed to 
bring people with a lived experience who 
are closest to the pain of crime, to the 
table with decision makers.
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County Employees Give Back
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• Durham is #25 in the top 100 best places
to live in America by Livability

• Durham is #29 among Most diverse cities
in America by Niche

• Durham is number #66 of Best Cities for
Young Professionals by Niche

Communitywide Accolades
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State of the County 
Address 2022

Thank You!

Live. Grow. Thrive.


